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Advertifement to the Firft Edition. 

JtfO fooner does an author appear in print, but the public 
become more interefted in the Deiign than the Subject 
of his performance, and are anxious to difcover whether the 
fcenes he exhibits be real or the work of fancy — to gratify 
this curiofity, I would beg them to confider the journey at 
actually made, and the obfervations taken for private amufe- 
ment — that they are now publilhed — either by particular 
defire, or, perhaps for fame, or — it may be* for profit — that 
the ftory of Maria is not the mere flight of imagination 
but embelliflied truth ; and — that the approbation or con- 
tempt with which this work (hall be received by the world 
will entirely filence or call into action the future obferva- 
tions of 

HARDWICKE LEWIS. 



Advertifement to the Third Edition. 

'T'HE rapidity with which Two editions of this work have 
rufhed thro' the town, has induced the publHher to ven- 
ture on a Third, even before the public critics — after 
gravely weighing this Fly's Egg in the Scale of a Cobweb- 
have been able to pronounce their judgment-* Decide how 
They may, the favorable fmire which has already marked 
this Excursion to Margate, as it demands a foiid 
thankfulnefs, fhall raife fome future production, I will not 
fay, more worthy of that fmile, but at leaft more likely to 
be fo— fince the ftreamof genius widens as it flows, and the 
torrent becomes ftronger from continuance. 

HVL. 
Jan. 29, 1787. 
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TO THE 



Hon. Mrs. BYRON. 



MADAM, 

r T 1 want gratitude is to want 
■*• virtue— In the fummer of 
1778, during a fhort refidence at 
Margate, the attention you paid 
me, a ftranger and unprotected— 
the circumftance may have efcaped 
your memory— can never be erafed 
from my heart. 

One 
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( ii ) 

One who never fpoke to the 
world before could not find a trum- 
pet to proclaim your excellence, 
and fpeak aloud, that fweetnefs of 
manners, attended by elegance and 
beauty* are not the only , orna- 
ments of Mrs. Byron — #ie foars 
beyond this, emulating whatever is 

amiable and lovely Women of 

her rank feldom feel exquifite fen- 
iations, unlefs the Jleel of envy 
rankles in their breaft, or when 
Flattery dedicates its offering at the 
ihrine. of Pride. 

There is fbmetimes indeed a fort 
of fajhion to be adopted, that 

would 
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( iii ) 
would look like feelings — but a 
public fubfcription for a decayed 
Debauchee lights up a larger flame 
in an exalted bofom, than 
the raifing a ftatue to the living 
Genius of Humanity, or re- 
leafing from the heavy chains of 
mifery and confinement even Hu- 
manity itfelf; 

They would be thought Pa- 
triots too — for an hour perhaps 
—a birth-day fuit muft be E n G l i s h 
manufa&ure- — it is only for a birth- 
day — the next it defcends in its 
full glofs to the Jille de chambres 
wardrobe $ who, difdaining to be 

lefs 
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( fr ) 

lefs fashionable and fantaftic than 
her miftrefs, packs it up for the 
beft bidder, and waits patiently for 
the next foreign frippery that drop* 
to her {hare. ■ To draw a com- 
parifon between your life and theirs, 
in this refpedt, would be fcarce one 
removp from an infult. 

Eminence and Dignity are the 
handmaids of their wifl*— »the fif- 
ters of their hope — your wifli 
to be eminent in virtue, your hope 
to be dignified by goodnefs^^k. tale 
of wretqhednefs never ends without 
3. tear from your eye — an obje& of 
compaflion finks not unrelieved— 

nor 
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nor does the {ally pf wit or the 
iprightlinefs of fancy revel without 
zfmile, and fuch a fmile too as en~ 
livens the one and fharpens the 
Other. 

The Excursion to Margate 
is dedicated to You from the im- 
pulfe of Gratitude— if it fhould 
raife a figh — it will be the figh of 
virtuous companion for fulfering beau- 
ty — if it contra<fts a frown, it will 
be that of honeji contempt for ridi- 
culous* follies — if it endimples your 
cheek, that cheek will toantle with- 
out a blujh* 

This 
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This may be no recommendation 
to common readers — you will think it 
the beft. 

The loud-tongue of politicks, that 
condemns one party to deceive an- 
other — the effufions of ribaldry to 
raife a flame in unimpaffioned age, 
Or cheat the youthful innocent into 
wantonne/s, are but too much lif- 
tened to and encouraged — Novels 
too — infipid as the tafte that im- 
bibes them, — improbable in inci- 
dent, — unmeaning in defign — be- 
traying barrennefs of ftile and vul- 
garity of manners, are the dear 
delights of the female world — the 

beft- 
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beft-loved companions of their wak- 
ing hours, the envied fharers of 
their bed — how many expedt to find 
human nature in common life as 
much out of nature as freakifh 
ignorance has reprefented it in al- 
molt every page of almoft every 
circulating library.— -Were it fo, 
they would be difappointed ; for 
the affedted blandifhments that fur- 
round their heroes are like the foil 
that makes the ftone to glijten, but 
adds not an iota to its value. 

I do not mean to commend the 
following Trifle to you as a model 
of perfection— A know it to be not 

io— 
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fo— it is defUltory, but (I hope) not 
barren ; and where any thing like 
fentiment fheWs itfelf, it does not 
border oft immorality ', either in effett 
or tf//£/fotf— Not that it fhould be 
infinaated Jltength of language and 
energy of expreffion ought to be re- 
jected, 6t even weakened, becaufe 
ingenious witfing$ can'difcover them, 
in thfeir great wifdotti, to convey 
altufiVe ideas. — 'that rfiodefiy is but 
a bubble which cart be annihilated 
by a breath — bat I am wandering 
from myfel f 

Such as this Production is, it 
kys itfelf at your feet, and implores 
your protection, prouder to be read 

and 
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and approved of by you than an 
hoft of critics, in the fame degree 
as the applaufe of accomplifhed vir- 
tue is fuperior to that of bookijh 
judgment. 

I have the honor to be, 
With the higheft deference, 
And moft grateful refpedt, 
Madam, 
Your moft obliged, 
And faithful humble fervant, 
The Author. 
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AN 

EXCURSION 

T O 

MARGATE. 



C H A P. I. 

T T was in one of thofe fine days, when 
the glow of nature burfts at once up- 
on us after an age of cloud, that my 
warmth of gratitude was alloyed by a 
craving void for I know not what, and I 
determined to diflipate an unaccountable 
anxiety by a jaunt to Margate. — There is 
not in a whole catalogue of complaints fo 
uncomfortable afenfation; is it through 
too much fenfibility or too little ? — It is 
pf no confequence which;— nay, whether 
it is peculiar to mankind in general or 
myfejf in particular, is a queftion not 
B worth 

• 
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% AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE, 

worth the afking — but it often feeks re- 
lief from fociety ; as often plunges for 
comfort into the gloom erf folitudej no 
blade of grafs, thatched cottage, or hum- 
ble fpire; no painted beauty, elegant 
grace, or fuperannuated foppery efcapes 
it — nay, it finds pleafure in contemplat- 
ing lefler objetfte ; ruftic wit and fashion- 
able nonfenfe, rude health and well-bred 
languor, thfcpurfed-up wrinkles of doat- 
ing age, and the natural dimples of 
amorous fifteen. The man of com- 
mon obfervation need not ftep over a 
kennel without making ufeftil refle&ions % 
His ceconfaiy may be awakened in the care 
6f keeping his ftockings clean, his pru- 
dence in the danger of flipping, his caution 
in the fear of fuffering frommifchievou* 
link-boys, whofe pride it is to level any 
thing like gentility with Slthinefs. 

CHAR 
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AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 3 

CHAR II. 

The HO T. 

T LOVE to fave where there is not 
enough to fpend, and fo, with fome 
fondnefs for the fea into the bargain, 
determined to truft myfelf in a Hoy, 
though the wind was contrary and vio- 
lent,— The groupe that prefented itfelf 
on board was compofed, like a Mecca 
caravan, of all nations, but with this dif- 
ference, there were more women than 
men. — You can fcarce conceive the joy 
that lighted up every countenance upon 
leaving that fink of corruption called 
London; where the poor wallow in 
wretchednefs, and the rich ftink in 

ftate. It is the manner of the Englift.- 

to be referved and fhy; nay, there U 
B 2 £bme« 
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4 AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 

fomething in the air that contracts the 
foreign larynx, infomuch that an hour 
or two had elapfed before any remark 
was made beyond — which way the wind 
blew, and that we were all likely to pig 
together, old and young maids, wives and 
widows ; batchelors and married men ; 
— then I ihall fet up, fays Decency. — 
But I obferved, thoygh the women tit- 
tered at the idea, they refolved for bed, 
land bade defiance to all that could be 

done there. Tea, which we all had 

in common, though each afforded his 
particular fhare, retained a quality it has 
long been diftinguifhed for, that of ex- 
panding the tongue ; as- we lip we chat- 
ter : detraction has named it the liquor 
of fcandal, — I deny the aiTertion, — at 
; lcaft in this inftance ; but we were all 
grangers indeed, and it feems the amia- 
ble 
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AN EXCURSION TO M ARGATE. 5 

ble gratification of that charming paf- 

lion, to abufe one's friends. While 

one kindly over-fweetened, and another 
deluged me with milk, my eye had run 
over the various countenances; this 
was not curiofity, but inftindt — My fancy 
could read anecdotes in every feature, to 
amufe or awaken my judgment. — In 
three minutes fomething or other be- 
trayed every man's occupation or defign : 
— The invalid queftioned the efficacy ot 
bathing in bracing the nerves — the plaif* 
terer, in admiring the height of one of 
the crew, remarked, " he was a fine 
cc man ; for he was tall enough to white- 
cf wafh the cieling without a fcaffold." 
The fille de chambre had adjufted half 
the neck-handkerchiefs into the genteel 
fet, and be-ma'am'd over the whole 
table in the Uft polite fcrew of the 
B 3 mouth. 
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6 AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 

mouth. But what touched my heart, 
was the obfervinghow each endeavoured 

to be agreeable, and to think others 

fo. Is not this the end of fociety? Then 
do you, whofe ingenuity adminifters to 
the fuppofed wants of the rich, forbear 
to envy the titled harradan and lordly 
frippet, whofe pay rolls on in unmeaning 
parade, curling an unlucky card, or a 
lucky courtier, be-civilling a friend and 
an enemy in the fame language and ad- 
drefs — hurrying from one diverfion to 
another, without being diverted, till fa* 
tigue yawns into fleep, and rifes fpirit- 
lefe and ungratified, to adt the fame dull 

interlude again. It is in the middle 

life alone, I was about to fay, where ac- 
tivity of body gives adtivity to the mind, 
that we fhould look for fuperior happi- 
nefs ; when, in railing my hand to my 

chin 
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AM EXCURSION TO MARGATE. J 

chin— a mdtion common to common 
orators— 4t came in contact with another 
fo cold, as as to derange my ideas, ami 
alarm my imagination. 



CHAP. III. 

The INCOGNITA. 

TI/TY eye caught the fineft face in the 
world. This may be denied — but 
it was indifputably the moft beautiful it 
had ever beheld. How could it efcape 
tne before ? That would require no depth 
of wifdom to difcover, on being told, it 
was concealed under a bonnet. — There 
was a fafcinating charm in the melan- 
choly that foftened it, which interefted 
uny tendernefs. I begged the lady's 
B 4 pardon 
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8 AN EXCURSION TO*MARGATE. 

pardon for an involuntary diftufbance. 
— She bowed, and fighed — I fighed too* 
— my tea-cup fell from my hand to the 
ground — it was impoflible to fee fo much- 
beauty and the table at the fame time. 
The noife it made alarmed her, even to 
fhrieking ; fhe would have fmiled at her 
weaknefs, but the recolle&ion of fome 
mifery feemed to check her in an in- 
ftant, and the fmile funk into a figh 

deeper than the firft. 1 could have 

fnatched her to my foul,, and, in extra- 
vagance of fympathy; emptied aU its 
treafures before her, in the hope to foothe 
her anguifh: my feelings became too 
prominent, and it was neceflary to retire; 
an aukward apology, and a feeming wilh 
to know what paffed upon deck, led me 
up the hatchway. Some great boy 
would have fancied himfelf in love in 

fuch 
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AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 9 

fuch a fituation. I fad felt the differ- 
ence — it was a paflion, if poffible, fupe- 
rior; for it was difinterefted — it was a 
pity fo purified as faints would feel for 
iuffering virtue ; an affe&ion fo divine, 
as would have poured forth Heflings, 
hopelefs and carelefs of a return. 



CHAP. IV. 

Greenwich, Greenhithe and Tilbury. ' 
Y this time we had reached Green- 



B 



wich; a royal foundation that rears 
its head as a monument of national gra- 
titude : All crouded to admire the mag- 
nitude of the building, all joined to com- 
mend the magnitude of the blefling. — 
For my part, though my heart was full 
almoft to burfting, my memory would 

trace 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



10 AN IXCORSIOM TO MAROATB. 

tsace back a few years, when a mod puif- 
fant duke moll patriotically inftituted a 
inoft iilterefting parliamentary enquiry 
in favor of the aged warriors protected 
here ; the refult of which was to prove 
that contra&ors had really and abfolutely 
made the decayed failors' (hirts Ihorter 
by a whole hem than they ought to be. 
We proceeded on our voyage without 
an uncommon occurrence ; for I dared 
not.truft myfelf to revifit the cabin ; it 
would have betrayed me ; and there is 
famething of fhame in publickly difcover- 
ingapaflion, however pure, that fhrinks 
the fine fibres of delicacy. My heart 
*as not at eafe ; it would fend many an 
eager wifh, it would frame many a chafte 
defire to be better acquainted; it longed 
to participate the grief compaflion wept 
for j to alleviate the pang which perhaps 

it 
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AN EXCURSION TO MAR GAT*. II 

it could not renUJve.*— "-What conjec- 
tures did it not raife*— hopelefs lore*-** 
that cannot be — Coldnefs itfelf could 
not look on fuch a form, and not be fired 
into affe&ion — A loft lover, that feemed 
likely Envied lover indeed, if, ho- 
vering over a form fo lovely, you might 
fee how you are deplored. 

At length we reached Greenhithe, 
where the old Britifh gambols of tum- 
bling, cudgelling, and running for fhifts 
were exhibiting on a green by the fide of 
the river — methought old Father Thames 
looked with an eye of pleafure on the 
fports ; and feemed to protect them by 
his waving fedges, that nodded approba- 
tion all around them — methought too, as 
the white enfign of reward for maiden 
fwiftnefs was difplayed, it tempted many 
a fair lafs upon deck in filent language 

to 
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12 AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 

to exclaim — " Would I were there, 
cc Camilla-like, to 

«* Fly o'er th' unbending grafs, and (kim along the plain." 

In a few minutes we forgot this fcene, 
in contemplation of Tilbury Fort; where 
the Royal Beldam for once betrayed a 
magnanimity of foul and grace of elo- 
quence that fired her fubje&s to repel ail 
enemy fuperior to them by millions— 
but Britons want little to enflame them 
into frenziful courage, when a foreign 
enemy would invade the land, to deftroy 
their laws bought fo dearly, or change a 
religion loved fo well — they give the lie 
to every thing in man that can be called 
infallible, and an invincible Armada is 
the fubjedt of derifion. 



CHAP. 
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AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. I* 

CHAP. V. 
EVENING. 

Now wearied Sol in ocean's bofom laves, 
And his ray trembles on the curling waves. 

/ 

T N plain profe, it was evening. — We 
caft anchor, and when Phoebus funk 
into Thetis 's lap we flunk down to (up- 
per. This was a fair opportunity to 

gaze on the melancholy Incognita. — I 
would have addrefled her, but my tongue 
faultered ; (he fat in the fame place, and 
in the fame pofture. Somebody aiked 
her to partake of their cheer — their of- 
ficious kindnefs difpleafed me, but (he 
thanked them, and refufed with fuch 
fweetnefs as fpoke how immortally happy 
he muft have been for whom (he exerted 

her 
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14 AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 

her arts to charm, whofc pn>te<5Hon fhe 
would have repaid with blifsful grati- 
tude, to whofe tale fhe might have lis- 
tened with enraptured attention, and all 
the little tranfports that await on mutual 
love.— It was too much to fee fuch ex- 
cellence fo faddened. — You may have 
difcerned a weftern cloud, heavy with 
dews, but infkirted with gold, and burft- 
mg into the Tears of nature for the 
lofs of die fun: it was her prototype. 
—She could not long be unobferved — 
it was too diftreffing — nobody endea- 
voured or wifhed to detain her from re- 
tiring to a bed fequeftered from the reft. 
My eyes followed her till they loft their 
fight, and every faculty was abforbed in 
glorious pity. 

A folemn filence and a (lender repaft 
ill fuited my humour; fo leaving maiv- 

tua~ 
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AN EXCURSION TO MARGATI, 15 

tua-makers and taylors to cut out for 
themfelves, milleners and attorney'* 
clerks to join itfue, the fofteft box in the 
hold afforded me a refting-place, and the 

canopy of heaven a covering A reft- 

ing-place?— No-— while diftrefs wag 
rankling in a heart apparently fo deferr- 
ing — reft is a philofophy my ambition 
would have been degraded by afpiring tp» 
The clattering of ropes and the noife 
of weighing difturbed even meditation. 
It was now I perceived the benefit of * 
cock's lhaking his feathers ; the imitation: 
refreihed me ; and I fallied forth to fee 
what no defcription can pi&ure — Bun- 
bury's felf would fail in the execution— 
men, women, children and dogs promif- 
cuoufly groaning, heaving and difcharg- 
ing their ftomachs even to the very 
dregs; the pkafiire, which had been fa 

live- 
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l6 .AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 

livelily tricked otit in every countenance; 
funk into thedoiefuls; each thinking 
himfelf the worft, and defcribing, in co- 
lour's neither nice nor needful, the fymp- 
toms and effedts of their complaint- — I 
could not but laugh to fee fturdy health 
fo chicken-hearted,, and limbs formed 
for trundling mops to fhrink at the 
fplafhing of waters — Xerxes threw fetters 
into the. fea; Canute bade its faucy 
waves not to rife arrogantly and wet their, 
matter; it was no more the flave of the 
one than the fervant of the other: What 
had we to truft to then but patience ? 
. Where was the mourner? Undifturbed 
by. all this? Not the leaft affe&ed, thanl^ 
he^Y^n! Thank heaven? Yes, for all its 
difpenfations. I confefs (had not the 
grateful exclamation been utterpd before 
L thought it poflible that ficknefs had 

riot 
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AN EXCURSION TO MAftGATB. tj 

not been added to affiidtian, becaufe that 
affli&ion was too poignant, for 

"*«Vheit die greater mtlady h fix* the leAtr h fc*tt Mt") 

my gratitude to heaven would have been 
withheld from compallion to a woman. 



CHAP. VI. 

MARGATE. 

AFTER tumbling and rumbling, 
tacking and retacking, we reached 
Margate, to the great joy of Neptune's 
patients, who were as tired of his pres- 
cription as if fees had been paid for it ; 
the few who were not affe&ed by the 
tow'ring motion experienced from hun- 
ger pains that need not be defcribed ; 
their ftores being in the cabin, partook 
of fcents that €< all the perfumes of Ara- 
" bia could not fweeten :" For my part, 
C I fall- 
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l8 AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. 

I failed from food to glut on affii&ion, 
and fc wiihed no other relifh." It was 
impoflible to land at the Pier, through 
the lownefs of the tide ; boats put off 
therefore to our relief; — for, to fay truth, 
the Margatians are a friendly fort of 
people, whenever they can ufe a wreck- 
ing-hook, or make demands upon the 
purfe. 

. When the firft boat landed, the inha- 
bitants poured down in fuch numbers, 
they can be compared with nothing beu 
ter than favages on Cook's arrival at 
Otaheite : You could not have a parcel 
with a fingle night-cap in it, that was 
not immediately feized upon by fome 
kind hand, ready to convey it to your 
apartment or their own. — If Argos had 
a thoufand eyes, he had need of them 
all. 

So 
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AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE* 19 

So tranfported were the paflengers, fa 
careful the crew that none fhould efcape 
without leaving the ufual compliment, 
my waiting was unobfervedL Long did 
my heart pant and linger for this un- 
known fair^one — It wilhed to learn the 
ftory of hei* fadnefs — it was depreffedt 
through the fear of never feeing hetv 
again; at length fhe accepted my af-1 
fiftance down the fhip's fide; allowed 
me to accompany hen — What pleafuro 
did it give me to bufy myfelf in the Care 
of her portmanteau ! I felt proud in be-* 
ing diftinguiihed by her, and held my 
head an inch higher — For what ? The 
people of the country knew not her va- 
lue; the paffengers had not difcovered 
it; and befide had feparated from us — 
What a little confcioufnefs does pride 
build upon, a foundation very often en- 
C 2 tirely 
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tirely out of fight.— —A growing girl, 
my relation, on a particular Sunday 
plumed her neck oftener, and became 
more referved than ufual : What could 
be the reafon ? Her maid, whom I knew 
from a child, difclofed it, by informing 
me her young miftrefs had that morning 
decorated her knees with a pair of pink 

jattin garters, fpick and fpan new. 

Upon our landing, the fingers of Briar eus 
could new: have contained the variety of 
cards flipt into our hands by bathers, 
tavern-mongers, lodging-letters, and a 
whole tribe of et caeteras, with fo oblig- 
ing an air and placid a countenance, as 
made me wifli to have employed them 
all. — Prudence will make me hint here, 
that the bed anfwer to be given on fuch 
an occafion is, <f I fhall look out for my- 
" fdf ;" and that too feafoned with fuch 

apor^ 
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a portion of fournefs as (hall make them 
fuppofe you in earned. 

" Shall I have the pleafure of condud- 
mt ing you to your lodgings?" — How dull 
muft that comprehenfion be which could 
not inftantly difcover to whom this quef- 

tion was addreffed.- " You take more 

€< trouble about me, Sir, than the fhoit- 
u nefs of our acquaintance fhould war- 
u rant, Befide, my wifh for coming hi- 
Cf ther is to be unnoticed and unknown/' 
How dull muft that heart be, which 
could nof be dafhed at fuch an anfwer I 
What is there in the world that does not 
gather ftrength from oppofition? Not 
curiofity, be fure. But it would have 
been worfe than facrilege to break in on 
the mourner's privacy : a monopoly in 
forrow is too great a luxury to deprive 
the fufferer of; fuppofe me then bend- 
C 3 ing 
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ing a bow of reverence, and leaving he* 
reluctantly. 



CHAP. VII. 

EXTORTION, 6fo 

TT was not difficult for a quiet man to 
fix upon an houfe ; in about an houp 
I was as much at home as if my refidenca 
had been here for a century. — Rent may 
be high, but the feafons are (hort; and, 
faith, he muft be unconfcionable indeed 
who grudges to pay dearly for turning an 
Englijhman out of u his caftle. — Provifions 
in general are not unreafonable ; I fhould 
have been quite contented but fortwocir^ 
cumftances, that loudly fpoke the genius 
of the place $o be Extort ion* The milk be- 
ing tolerable, when compared with the, 
chalk and water of the metropolis, in- 
duced 
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duced me to enquire into the price ; and on 
exclaiming at three pence per quart, was 
informed, that not having the luck to be 
born on the fpot, one penny was levied 
upon me as a foreigner. — And Oh ! tell 
it not on Tower-hill, proclaim it not 
through the ftreets at Whitehall, the 
JhoeMack made^ an additional charge of 
an hundred per cent, and on remon- 
ftrance would have deducted, but through 
the fear of being kicked out of the town 

for an honest man. It is a cufton\ 

here to impofe a difcount of i-half per 
cent, on bank-notes by the deputy > who, 
in this refped, keeps a fort of ufurious 
banking-houfc 

The government of this place is loofe, 
and the people of courfe diflblute. It is 
under the jurifdidlion of the port of Do- 
ver. How the laws of England are en- 
C 4 forced 
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forced may be gathered from a eircum- 
ftanceftill in every body's mouth. One 
otxhefmugglers conceived an inveterate 
hatred towards a labouring man, who, he 
fuppofed, had cheated him of a (hilling, 
and was frequently heard to threaten his 
life : On one evening, they had pafled to- 
gether, while they were returning home* 
the fcoundrel feized and beat him in fuch 
a manner, that after crawling near a mile* 
he died.— This is attefted by a boy, who 
was made, in the wantonnefs of cruelty* 
to give him the laft blow,— The murderer 
abfeonded, it is true, but has frequently 
been feen in various places ; nay, in the 
very houfe where he was carelefsly 
fearched for, and openly vifits his family. 
A reward has been offered for his appre- 
henfion, but juftice is lame here as well 



as 
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as blind, and is in defperate want of 
Bow-ftreet crutches. 

I have not faid a word about bathings 
an enjoyment none can relifh higher than 
myfelf. The fhelf of the fea is fo gnu 
dual, the fand fb even, the harbour fo 
fmooth, the attendants fo engaging — are 
irrefiftible invitations. The machine from 
which you emerge is fimilar in conftruc- 
tion to a covered waggon ; the back part 
declining into the water, forms a bath. 
To enter formally into the virtues of fea-* 
bathing would be ridiculous, where all 
feem to foufe themfelves for fafhion's 
fake. The man 

" To lave his brawny limbs." 

The woman 

u To rife a new-born Venus from the fea," 

At this feafon Margate is by no means 
full, but what company there is, is 

highly 
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highly refpe&able.. The citizens have 
not yet commenced gentlemen, haugh- 
tily bending the head backwards, through 
the dread of being thought to have con- 
tracted afneaking (loop behind the coun- 
ter. — So freely do they throw about their 
money, it furprizes me to fee the inha- 
bitants crowd about nobility, who Xome 
hither rather to retrench. They put one 
in mind of children, who will have their 
gingerbread gilt, though intrinfically not 
half the value. 



CHAP. VIII. 

A LEA P.* 
*TpHE fecond evening after my arriv- 
al, to indulge a reverie, and con- 
template the fublimity of the ocean, I 
paced up the fort; not becaufe it wa* 

falhion- 
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faftiionable ; that would not weigh a hair 
with me ;— it fuited my frame of mind. 
'A figh would often efcape me, in the 
recollection of former fcenes ; nor was it 
lefs deep, when glancing towards the re- 
membrance of my fellow traveller. 

Night was drawing on apace ; but there 
was nothing to fear, and my feet did not 
haften a fecond — The riling moon, the 
ftillnefs of the wave, called to memory 
Brydone's Hymn to the Virgin, and I re- 
clined into the corn, that majeftically 
rofe abound me, to indulge the recollec- 
tion. Scarce a moment feemed to 

pafs, ere a form glided by me fwifdy.— 
I knew it in an inftant — darted up — it 
gave fuch a look — exclaimed, " Forgive 
€€ me, my God !" and plunged down the 
precipice. Frantic terror drew me fo 
clofe to the fpot, as had nearly dafhed 

me 
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me down the dreadful height. 1 ran 

to the beach; the water was up — a fijb- 

erman wa$ walking his boat, €€ Put 

c< off inftantly, a lady has jumped from 
5 C yonder cliff — let us rufh to her aflift- 
5 C ance/V- — With a moil provoking pa- 
tience, he t6ld me his oars were on fhore. 
« Great God ! Fly for them, then." — 
" Why, Lord, Sir/' fcratching his head, 
c< fhe muft be dafhed to pieces." — c< Do 
cc but obey me." He moved fo (lowly > 
I could have curfed him ; and when ex- 
pe&ing him back, he came indeed — 

bUt to afk who was to pay him? Pty 

him ! Heaven and earth ! Was that man 
created of the fame materials with mi ? 
The body might be clay indeed, but his 
heart is of ftone — harder than the rock 
fhe dafhed upon. 

Half 
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Half dead with impatience, and the 
wildnefs of apprehenfion, he at laft rowed 
me toward the place. I faw her breath* 
lefs and pale, but it was floating on the 
furface, for the water was up— to fave 
jKer — not a hand was fuffered to touch 
her garment but my own; mine was that 
of trembling gentlenefs— She was infen- 
fibJe. — The bare idea of falling feventy 
feet perpendicular would have made any 
one fo'. — We bore her to the fhore, which 
was lined with fpecflators ; for the wretch 
had (laid to proclaim the accident thro* 
half the town ; this was rather a fortu- 
nate circumftance, fince a child whofe 
curiofity led him thither knew her : She 
had houfed with his mother, and had 
that very evening given him a gold me- 
dal as a remembrance. We bore her to 
her own chamber, and (he was not more 

in- 
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indebted to the (kill of the furgeon than 
his humanity for life reftored* — A Scotch 
dodtor, who had followed us, was mightily" 
defirous of exerting his humane endea- 
vours, but I forbade him, perhaps too 
roughly. — He did not appear ta be 
twenty; but in his country children fuck 
in pharmacy with their pap ; keep terms 
in their nurfe's arms ; lifp Latin before 
they can walk; put on degrees with their 
firft breeches, and are complete dofton 
in full pra&ice,when they acquire ftrength. 
fufficient to foot it fouthward, and their 
hair grows long enough to be enclofed 
in a bag. 

I watched the firft dawnings of reafon 
with anxiety, and felt an happinefs un- 
utterable thrill through my veins. After 
her eyes had ineffectually opened a num- 
ber of times, fhe at laft fixed them on 

trie. 
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me. Then recollection firft brought 

back her guilty attempt, every faculty 
was loft in amazement, and fhe fhrunk 
from me in an agony. — Quietnefs was 
neceflary to reftore her. — I conjured, in- 
treated, befought, nay, knelt to the old 
woman, to watch over and confole the 
penitent ; flipt an earned of thanks into 
the boy's hand, and bought the little 
token fhe had given him ; — not at the 
price my heart valued it, — but what he 
little expe&ed. A parade of munifi- 
cence at fuch a time is the ftiarpeft fpur 
to carefulnefs. As I lifted up the me- 
dal, it refle&ed the image of its miftrefs* 
— Oh ! whatever thou art, if to the crime 
of felf-murder thou haft added that ten^. 
der weaknefs which brutal marl enjoys 
but to betray, — may no bufy tongue 
awake fevere remembrance; no intrufive 

eye 
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eye mark it with malicious leer — yttu 
have felt^enough to gratify the rankeft 

vengeance father let mercy hover 

round your pillow in the breeze of com- 
fort, and human frailty draw the curtain 
of oblivion, to fhut out fight for ever. 



CHAP. DC 

mFORT. 

r-pHE night had fo far advanced, it 
was not ^orth while to undrefs— 
flow and fad were my fteps, they led me 
unconfeious to the fatal cliff— -I would 
rather have fhunned it. This points <out 
how innocently the body purfues the 
mind's ideas, when it is not checked by 
fome ruling power. The fort will be 
henceforth ever prefent with me ; not 
from itfelf, fince it is a farce upon forti- 
fications. 
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locations. — «-A few ^rte^pouadterfe tear 
tfeeir liofes t6ward theofeean, JJs^t wkhtfut 
a*Wloriui^gineer. ft kftjp^ofed tJ^ 
fituationVoiftd haVe been rendered mare 
reipe&able by ih&UnrfeXoby of thfewd* 
nance, but for a Wittkifra (thfc'tofl&y^ftk 
uttercfd by a Matjratiun for amatory)— * 
his fortifieat(*iy fyftem would (harpeih 
dokefs -ftfetf sitt6 bitirfg hutnoufc^There 
i&iikvateh-totoeir, which the liobledafce 
fed a prodigious deftre lhoiild he madfc 
fortnidable by a glacis, dcwhtorfcaip^ 
half-iriooH, and I don't know how many 
technical fectirities^-when a wag ob* 
fervfcd there Was no great occkfidn for 
them, fince if Ws grace Purveyed 'every 
part around it, he would find that it was 
already Buta-PRodp. 

I "remember to have been hei*e in fohkt 

winter when *he idea of tin invafion 

D cc affright- 
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" affrighted half the land ;" and being 
of a card-party, feated in folemn filence, 
after every one had expreffed his fears 
over the tea-cup, a drum ftruck up un- 
expectedly — all looked agh^ffo — grey- 
beaded fidgets expected murder without 
mercy — old maids to be ravifhed— -fa- 
thers fhrunk for their children, and the 
young girls, after the firft ftart, began to 
wonder what fort of men the French of- 
ficers were. Half the old women were half 
.way to Canterbury — before it was dis- 
covered that the fexton's fon had prac- 
tifed drumming in the belfry ; and this 
was the firft time he had fallied forth to 
amufe his neighbours, and vaunt of his 
progrefs. 

It has been a remark that, for the fize 
of the ifland, there are more beautiful 
women in it than in any part of the king- 
dom. 
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dom- — If fo, I am unfortunate either in 
my acquaintance or my tafte. 



CHAP. X. 

The RECOVER r. 

HpHE fands had now been crouded 
with machines, and Jlip-Jbod tie- 
raids were retiring to bfeakfaft — the event 
of laft night talked over and nearly for- 
gotten, in the more interefting intelli- 
gence of a (hip's arrival with French fans 
and India taffety from the plains of Buck- 
ingham and Spitalfields—Yfhtn I ventured 
to enquire of the maitreffe d' hotel how her 
charge had refted — the anfwer enraptured 
me — cc in alternate devotion and deep." 
She had enquired for me too, was awake, 
and exprefled a wiih to fee me. My 
heart fluttered — her's, on my entrance, 
D l feem- 
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feemed in Tkfemi|^tt«>ii-^ bltrfh fia£. 
firfed her ctedfc— Why ftwwid jfoatfStf /<u 
nocence zxAjpultp Jbame be expreffed by 
the fame token? Her's implied a mix- 
ture of both— her eyes were half averted 
— her tongue attempted to call me her 
beft angel* ter--^lwttthmitdro5pt into 
fifent trepidation— 4t *as a «fpite for 
tot — -nature oookl fcarceiteep her feat 
in tither.^— 5ht retiwd to tell mt % I 
ted KKDt itfcoed a vo«>ch without grati- 
wde— fctsft *o Heaven I hid I*er thanks 
— at that mdmmt flre ftw tfefe ffiedal ift 
my toncL-~ H What were my tfm$m 
« iriten I gave tfeat u© th£ child r— I 
wifedit to my tips, •* Alas 1 Sir, you 
** hare indeed wy thaido^^aiakiiipt ia 
« ail befide, I have nothing etfe t*> bef- 
«tow."-^--She certainly thought itiy 
cxprcfliw atteatioat&heiy aitfdthe £ir- 

cum- 
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OHnftwee-of the rocdftl> mew* no a(ptce 
at far heart, aa<4 fhc taped ft* uepjscfe 
the wifbv before tfc httpteifaa waa too 
4eep*«— -Swc it is a &d ieflfc&ioa— 
tho* perhaps «** wdl waurwted;— tfiat 
man cannot fed eaqpifiady a fmw&bip 
ibrfetm^ charming woman, wfrbontthe 
vi#ws of tore*, or of feme gsafbrpaffon 
"—Hummty thfl^ ait degt^ded bfjr in. 

* Th* ^ioMKflk" flnprocteiaJKrlaf, 
€ *-wbieh yon law djfcwctc<i fh* a 
€C wretch, entitles yatttobe acquainted 
cc with the hiftory of her life — k will ac- 
t€ count for an action, — would it could 
* btet it from my- memoryw-that you ' 
<f muft condemn — butit wotritf painme 
u Ihouldyoudefpifemeforit." — I made 
a facrifice of truth at the altar of polite- 
nejj?, by appearing to decline the indul- 
gence of a curiofity which muft fhew 
D 3 im- 
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impertinent— .-It muft ~tear open wounds 
that feemed now to have a flight balm 

upon them. €f Would you think 

4t meanly of me? Liften attentively; as 
•* freely cenfure, as freely abfolve. I 
<c feel my fpirits ftrong enough for the 
c< talk — fuch an heart as yours cannot 
c< be too fevere — my guilt deferves pu- 
" nilhment — my innocence wants that 
<c confblation the fympathetic alone can 
<c beftow upon it."-. — I bowed fubmif- 
(ion, and fhe began. 

MARIA's HISTORT. % 

" The years of infancy"—; — here the 
furgeon interrupted us. 



C HA P. 
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CHAP. XL 

The SURGEON. 

N the uncomfortable fenfations of the 
preceding evening, the recollection 
of his features did not ftrike me — He 
addreffed me now by najne, as formerly 
having attended an intimate friend of 
mine in a trifling illnefs. I remembered 
him for a man deferving every encomium 
that can be heaped on human jiature, but 
in his language fo abftrufely profeflional, 
that to underftand him was next to im- 
poflible — His patient was a plain man, 
who, having gueffed from a long con- 
verfation it was neceflary a vein ftiould 
be opened, took chaife, and underwent 
the operation at Canterbury — the next 
morning Mr. S. waited upon him, and: 
— the ufual coppliments being over — < 
D 4 was 
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was thanked for fa^s advice,, and paid a 
compliment upon his judgment — the 
lancet was examined > the bandage un- 
folded, whea my. friend aflured him> he 
had already profited by the experiment ; 
was forry he. had not waited foe his<aflilfc- 
^nce— but really, nothing/ elfe being rc-» 
quired but to be blooded, he had* tra- 
velled fixteen miles, afraid^ i£ he had 
delayed: to that ipoment, that he muft 
tewe been rhlrbot*>mj2€jd. 

TOus ldijfer r plaijkf. (Jkb not; allay, the 
UdmicQ-naui*:; for. he addrefled Aftroa 
in manner fo foft, but withal! in- words fq 
jargonical, they fmelt hkp perfujned 
phyfic, the more naufeous a* the more, 
fwjeetly. difguifed — But every- map* as 
Sterne fays* has hi* boUy-*4b> while in* 
nocence guides the rein, gendenqfs tenw 
pere the fpur* and he takes cane to ride 

over 
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over none of his neighbours— ev^a 1st 
him curvet where h$ pleafea.-rrrrrrHis 
bows were like the mn$s of a fenafiic 
preax:hgr, repeated fifty fold-fraud I feared 
would never be brought toiacoachifipiL 
wAfc length he departed, and the ftqQi 
was cefitmed- 



CHAP. XII. 

MARI4\ ttlSTORK 

»*TpHE. yj&rj q£ # infamy jhb: feldom 
;- masked- with colour worth exhibit 
ir^r^rr^One tyack day caOinevsi) be for*, 
gotten— I waa ten* years dd^tr was rojr 
biithrday,— and. embittered by the-deafch 
of a awrtfor. who^ loved me beyond—«— * 
fee me pafs oven the remembrance — Mjp 
^i/i^r ww inflexible and violent-rrhiff 
love and his hatred', were not merely 

no- 
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nominal, he made me feel them both, as 
my own childijbnefs or his caprice pre- 
vailed. It was a maxim with him to 
thwart every wifh of my bofom, that it 
might teach me the better to ftand firm 
againft the affaults of fortune, — as if he 
had forefeen the fate that hovered over 
hit — —Alas! the ills of life are fo many 
when age has matured us, infancy fhould 
befpared even the flighted pang! — But 
I tire you. c Impoflible/ -At fif- 
teen, being with my aunt, under whofe 
care my mind was ftored with every re- 
quifite for female knowledge, a meflage 
was delivered me from my father — The 
meffibnger was elegance itfelf— my fancy 
was riveted to him — I had not art 
enough to conceal the emotion of my 
foul. To difguife innocent feelings is 
in a manner to make them guilty, was 

a maxhn 
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a maxim early infufed into my childhood 
by a woman who had never been de- 
ceived herfelf, and was above fufpicion — 
Charles > 1 did not love you then ! It was 
merely furprize — had he not been amia- 
ble in manners, and pure as fainted che- 
rubs, I had been all indifference. — In- 
deed, Sir, the world fpoke of him as a 
ftar to fteer by. He repeated the in- 
junction to attend my father ; my part 

was compliance. Means were difco* 1 

vered, in the courfe of three little mile, to 
render himfelf more agreeable— to tell me 
he hadfbught thiscommiffion to warn me 
of a danger ready to flafh upon me — that 
his being allowed to fpeak to me made 
his heart beat with unufual tranfport — 

mine fluttered in unifon. The brow 

which met me demanded and had my 

duty — I reverenced my father — affedtion 

~» was 
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hh# Wfi of my powes— it iwafc W **£«//$ 
write* ifidseedi' ri>ftt; i# coatjni#d §3£i*uci^ 
ating tpsaaant^ cw : kifcthe ipwtt tfta? 
W$6fe them.-r^I&ftf^T^ 
io£<*%feignjed t^ei^ikt&tf: afc nheforoa 

b& handed f*QS* tftfc <&fstiagft an q&1# 
<ifril*k whQm hfclte&ittsd w* t^^attbifc 

^A^* U%ft i#du£*d n^t^.pa^^ij}^ 
c 5 wifcoflgagsdimy fcien&te pj»»&jiw 
cf — y<m will: Its ^ra(Jk£s& % Wto.i^ 
* wrfk&ljt— rnmomtefr'^Trk*' man* 
iiftft &<*; prapofek. a* stf&w t&a oom^ 

if&glfciS G^edi^^e^ * flight te»d> fesmedl 
to. aeqpiefce ; hft p*)aife& mj* rondsnel^ 
att&th&nfced Hoawn. he w<*$ abau$; to, 
bfr ri&qf % trouble tfeit had bag givei* 
him; difquififj;,^ cwfcfcbayfc wiled the 

deftined 
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<k&ii**d paWer of my life to te&mWe 

the youftg ttitlfengeE,— he was the very 

Vppdritf£.~~~-(]hartes met me The feme 

CVttKifig ift a fequeftered part of the gar*. 

dkn^tf fefe pWfancedifttefled, his p*f- 

fiofr and anxiety akrnted me— &tef 

were Vtoteflt^ but indeed they were feks- 

qaetftw-*4fe ireprefeffted my father'* W* 

feafity in a light ftty feafoh few ft* 

and the ma'* mdtofenefs in tieilttfr, 

though ifoey hurt me deeply, could 

not mdocetfte to leave the ohe ot eh* 

ceuoaga mfe to refute tfce Mother.— ^t 

feigned an mgtr when I cotfld have 

flown ittta his «rm&— tfefohred to be 

criminal in deception, rather thah the 

kwawledge of my tifcfcapptoefs Aioudd 

add ^another dagger to his own.-*-Pa* 

rental authority was abfolute — He wept, 

he Vowed — my countenance appeared 

in- 
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inflexible — he requefted me but to feal 
his pardon on my lips before we fe- 
parated — for ever — A fenfation never 
felt before rufhed through my whole ' 
frame — I knew not how to refiife or 

comply — Had I flopped there ! He 

was all perfuafiye gentlenefs — it was 
the laft time — for ever ? — it was an in- 
nocent requeft — innocent in itfelf, but 

dangerous in its confequence the 

bloom of prudence that glows on the 
lip of maiden-modefty is blafted by the 

firft breath of a kifs 1 deliberated — 

to deliberate is to confent he tri- 
umphed—I funk upon his breaft — from 
that moment love and wretchednefs re- 
velled in my heart, — peace and com- 
fort left me for ever. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Kingfgate-Houfe, Convent, &c 9 

Ti>T ARIA was too faint to proceed— 
my concern was all alive, and I 
urged her to delay the fequel — permiflion 
was allowed her to take the air — a car^ 
riage was at the door in an inftant. 

No man with half a grain of curiofity* 
can forbear vifiting King/gate, a feat of 
the latp Lord Holland — fhall we drive 
thither? but no more of the ftojy, 
Maria- — no thoughtfulnefs — no retrof- 
pe<ft — fhe fhook her head. — The culture 
of the iflanders afforded a topick for 
converfation where both were uncoa- 
cerned, till we reached the ruins ■ 
It has been the folly of witlings to 
deride this fituation, but they miftake 

the 
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the place for the man A building of 

ruins to terminate a trumpery garden at 
Iflingte* is a feir objeft of ridicule, but 
in tbefe is exhibited fo claflical a tafte as 
to bear away the imagination and the 
heart together. 

The houfe is modelled after Tully's 

Formian, Villa on the banks of the Bail — 

and if it had not been mortgaged at play, 

would at this time have been pofleffed 

by an Englifh Orator* whofe abilities 

and eloquence outfhine the boafted 

Romans'. — Thou fpirit of gambling, 

—mother of every foRy— filter of every 

vice — to whom the life of * father or 

the length of a ftraw are equal fub- 

je&s of gain and pleafure — how does 

thy influence colour hearts that would 

otherwife be the pride and Wefling of 

their country ! 

This 
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This manfion was lately the property 

of P-w-1, Efq. its former fteward 

— over whofe fate and crime let mercy 
waft a cloud, as the one was the felf- 
inflided punifhment of the other. — I 
carefully concealed both from my fweet 
companion — whofe remarks were thofe 
of genius attempered with tafte and dik 
cernment. 

The infide of the edifice is orna- 
mented with a fuperior colle&ion of 
bulls, vafes, pillars and ftatues, varie- 
gated with infcriptions. — The whole 
view might .gratify the eye of an ar- 
tift or antiquary, but to a common 
obferver conveys the idea of an auc- 
tion-room. 

This fituation is peculiarly adapted 

to the. confecrating a faloon to Nep- 

E tune— 
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tune — in the very fight of which, too 
many facrifices are made to him, from 
the contiguity of the jGodwin Sands, 
the rocks about the North-foreland, 
and the peculiarity of winds neceffary 
for a fafe conveyance round it — The 
archite&ure ia a mixture of the Roman 
and Gothic. 

This is a Monkifli diftich, unmetri- 
cal, and taken from Minster church. 

Jniula rotunda Tanatos quam circuit Unda, 
Pcrtilis ct nunda nulli eft in orbe fecunda.— 

Maria wiftied me to tranflate every 
thing in Latin — I am no poet — but her 
partiality was pleafed to compliment 
me, 

Trans- 
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Translation. 

•« Round is rick ThancVa fca-emcircled iflc, 

" Whofe happy ielcb with rjchejfe vetdure {mile." 

I — .1 1 1 

Thy fifheries yield food, thy commerce wealth ; 
Thy baths give vigour, and iky waters health. 



Whitfield was fafe while Neptune kept his door 5 
Neptune retir'd, and WhWUld is no more. 

Oivo Neptuao* ; v 

Infulgs Tanatos 

j Dtfsnfqrf, 

£diun\ Whitfieldienfium 

PrgKeipue Tutor), 

Port* Regiae et Terrarma cucumjacentium 

Patron*. 

Banc St^tuam 

E 2 Prope 
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Prope iEdes prsediftas compertam 
D. D. D. Anno 1768 
HEN. de HOLLAND 
"~ jam feriior firaclufque. 

Translated 

1V42*c God Neptune, 

• Defender 
' Of the Me of Thanet, 

~"~ Guardian 

Of the Houfe of Whitfield, 

Patron 

Of Kingfgate, and the furrounding Lands, 

This Statue, 

(Pound near to this Spot) 

Is dedicated by 

HENRY LORD HOLLAND, 

Now old and feeble. 



At 
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At the bottom of a Gray 's-inn-lane 
garden (lands a beautiful column of 
black marble, and the lava of Mount 
Vefuvius, thus infcribed : 

This Pillar 

Ii ere&ed to the Honour of 

MARGARET of KILDARE, 

And alas! in Memory too 

Of that moft amiable woman, 

Who died at Naples, 

Anno 1767. 

The beft monument to the memory 
<rf departed merit is furviving love — 
Margaret you are recorded on both — 
f< Happy woman!" cried Maria, and 
would have reprefled a tear that fpoke 
the foul. . 

E 3 Upon 



|4 AN EXCURSION TO MARGAT^ 

Upon an Eminence a cckvetit fronts 
the fea, which, to ufe an Iricifm, is a 
per/eS building— it reprtfents die re- 
mains of an ancient mr t ia/iery % the feat 
of luxury — the nurfe of aggrandizing 
monkhood — but is the refidence of po- 
verty and Content — look, ye flaves of 
prieftcraft) as ye feU along, and Wufh at 
the difference. 

The patron of jjjbermen has an altar 
here dedicated to him, on which his 
devotees facrifice not unfrequently to 
JBacchufr+-7~- -St. PfitER was no flincher 
himfelf-^HMid will not efteem the offer- 
ing ks a ptofanatk)ft~-— M^/* ven- 
tured libations in remembrance of both 
—I joiftfed her heartily, and wirfi re- 
verential thankfgiving left the Peter* 

pence 
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pence behind me— or the prieft and 
prieftefs, unmindful of the divinities* 
would have defcended to downright 
fcurrility, and thralhed us, mayhap, in 
the very temple — refrelhed, as everjr 
good man is after his devotion, we pro- 
ceeded to 



E 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
HARLET's TOfTER, &c. 

T\ AISED to the honor of one who 
richly enjoys the mens confcia re£li 9 
and richly deferves it top— on one fide 
may be difcovered, 

Magiftratus indicat Virum. 

Translated, 
Authority proves the Man, 

The other tablet exhibits, 

THOMAS HARLEY, 

Lord Mayor of London. 

Juftum et tenacem propofiti Virum 

Non Civium ardor prava jubentium 

. Mcnte quatit folida. 

Hor. 

Trans- 
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* - 

Translated, 
He who by Principle is fway'd, 

In Truth and Juftice ftill the fame, 
Is not of fa&ious Crowds afraid, 
Tho 9 civil Broils the State inflame. 

Anon, 

Had the fame colle&ed firmnefs op- 
pofed the blood-loving hypocrify of af- 
fociated Puritans in 1780, our ftreets 
would not have been ravaged by fire 
or deluged in blood — but peace to the 
aflies of as illiterate a coward as ever 
difgraced the civic chaplet. 

At no wonderful diftance, a turret 

rifes to the view, with this infcrip- 

tion — - 

This 
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Thii Tower 

(Built oh the higheft Spot in this IOaiid) 

Is dedicated 

To the Memory of Thomas Whitfield, Efq; 

(The Ornament, and* 

Under Thomas Wynne, Efq.) 

The Adorner of Kingfgate, 

" It is a beautiful defign— and ufeful 
too— as an excellent rea-maric.-— 

On Hackendown Banks, twofwells 
of earth — the burying-piace of Danes 
and Saxons — between whom an obfti- 
nate battle was fought fo near the cliffs, 
that tradition fays, many perilhed in the 
fea, h ere&ed a Gothic temple^ which 
would thus perpetuate the engagement : 

D. M. 
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D.UL 

Danorum et Saxonum hie occiforum 

Dunv de folo Britannico 

(Milites nihil a fe alienum putant) 

Britannis perfidc et cfudeliter olim expulfis 

Inter fe dimicaveront ; 

HEN. de HOLLAND 

pofuit. 

Qui duces, qualis hujus pnelii exitut 

Nulla notat Hiftoria, 

Annum circiter DCCCC evenit Pugna, 

Et Pugnam haftc eveniffe fidem faciunt 

Ofla quamplurima 

Quae fub hoc et altero tumulo huic vicino 

Sunt fepulta. 

Trans- 
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Translated, 

To the Memory 

Of Danes and Saxons flain 

Here, 

Who having cruelly and perfidioufly driven out 

The Britons,. 

(Soldiers think every country their own) 

Contended for the Empire, 

HENRY Lord HOLLAND 

Reared this Monument. 

The Leaders and Event of this Battle 

Hiftory does not difcover ; 

It was fought about the year 900, 

And 

That it was fought, 

The bones found under this & theadjacent tomb 

amply teftify. 

Alas! 
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Alas! remarked Maria, what a cut- 
ting refle&ion it is to human nature, 
that one murder makes a villain, that 
more form the monjier, but the murder 
of millions, with every aggravating cir- 
cumftance of cruelty and devaftation, 
conftitute the hero. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the awful 
reverence with which the mind is ftruck 
by the collected view of fuch a fcene 
— it muft be felt to be conceived — 
the light-house enriches it; near which 
was formerly a beacon to alarm the 
poor Britons, deftitute of courage as of 
fortune, on the approach of an enemy 
— Slight indeed muft have been the 
obftru&ion to an invader; much in- 
deed may we blefs the wooden walls 
of Old England, and laugh at/or//- 

fications. 
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jkahons, if it3 original ftrength is in 
aay degree reprefeoted by the port-* 
culiis of 



C H A P. XV. 
KI NG's-G A r E. 

AN the outfide of which is de- 
lineated-^- 

0QD Mef* iBarriem'* tfate* 

And fronting the houfc, 

Olim Porta fui Patroni Bactholomaei, 
Nme Itegis Juflu regia Porta vqeer. 

Hie excenderunt C8* II. i&et 3(3* 

Dux Ebor3°ium J 686. 

Irans- 
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Translated 

Kings'-GatSs my name, to Royal Mandate true, 
Y'cJep'd in former Times Bartholomew. 

Here landed King Charles the Second, 
And James Duke of York, 
In the Year 1686. 

And had they never reafon to change 
thy name, perhaps it had been happier 
for the nation; but here they really 
did land, and fmuggled French crimes 
with Italian Juperftition into the kingdom 
—The iflanders— to do them juftice— 
fond of illuftrious examples — have ever 
iince kept up the cuftom of importing 
jCQHtraktud goods. 

However ridiculous a round head 
and a rump parliament may appear 

—every 
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—every good man will drop a tear ta 
the remembrance that they were chang- 
ed for a black heart and a corrupted 
country. — France never conquered us 
till that inftant — ever vanquifhed by 
our arms, Ihe vanquifhed us by her 
vices — Luxury and effeminate foppijbnefs 
entered in triumph through this gate 
with the Regal Rake and Exiled Bigot— 
With the higheft veneration for his 
martyred father — with the deepeft de- 
teftation of republican principles, I can- 
not but draw a comparifon between 
Charles the Second and the Rebel 
Murderer. — Which fhall we the moft 
admire, Him, who protected- virtues he 
difTembled — but never knew; — or him, 
who propagated crimes he put on — 
but never enjoyed. — In his reign bar- 
bers 
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hers cut off party by cutting off whijiers 
— and the court introduced large wigs 
inftead of patriotifm — ribaldry for wit> 
and lufi for religion. 

So charming is this fcite, which af- 
forded Maria a ftiort refpite from for- 
row, that we were loth to quit it — 
Before we ordered the carriage, I pre- 
fented her with a few lines, faid to 
have been written by Gray on the 
fpot : If they were fo, it will afford 
fome idea of his being a fort of poet ; 
for they have fenfe and meaning as 
well as jingle — His other works are too 
Jublime for human comprehenfion, and 
ace vaftly like Swift's fong by a per- 
/on of quality- which feems to mean 
prodigious things, but is errant non~ 
fenfe— 4etf me except a few pretticifms 
in the favorite Elegy. 

F Old 
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Old and abandoned by each renal friend, 
Here Holland took, the pious refolution, 

To fmuggle a few years, and ftrive to mend 
▲ broken character and conftitutkm. 

On this congenial fpot he fixt his choice, 
Earl Godwin trembled for his native land, 

Here fea-gulls fcream, and cormorants rejoice, 
And mariners, tho' fhipwreck'd, dread toland. 

Here reigns the bloft'ring north £ blighting caff, 
No tree is heard to whifper, bird to fing ; 

But nature cannot furnifh out the feaft, 
Art is inrok'd new horrors ftill to bring : 

Lo! 
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Lo ! moukTring tow'rs and battlements arife, 
Arches and turrets nodding to their fall, 

Unpeopled palaces delude the cyc$ f 
And mimic defolation coven all. 

Oh! cried the fighing peer, had B— e been tru^f 
OrM — s— - d'spromifenotbeftowM in vain, 
Far other fccnes had blefs'd our happier view, 
^^Lnd realized the ruins which we feign— 

Purg'd by the (Word, and purified by fire. 
Then had we feen proudLondon's hated walls 

Owls would have booted hi St. Peter's choir, 
And foxes flunk and litter'd in St. Paul's. 



F 2 ' CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

MARIA. 

TT was. late defignedly before we re- 
turned — Maria admitted me to flip- 
per — commended me to Heaven, and 
we parted, more compofed and more 
happy — The next morning ftie read 
in my eyes a requeft her lips would 
not permit mine to .make— for. tljus 
was her 

S T R T continued. 

Myy^/^-furprized us in a fituation 
that will be remembered with a mix- 
ture of blifs and terror — his anger was 
unbounded — invedtives were the leaft 
of its effedts — blows heaped on blows 

almoft 
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almoft deprived me of fenfe-<r-my 
lover, hurried into madnefs, lifted up 
his arm againft the author of my be- 
ing — I had juft life enough to exclaim 
— c< He is my father" — and, thank 
my God, preferved him from death. 
— To have been a parricide would 
have completed me a wretch — The 
hold man — Heavens ! that a parent de- 
ferred to be called fo,— dragged me 
home; his indigefted fchemes were no 
fooner conceived than executed — he 

fent for the but the 

facred name of hujband fhail not be 
blackened with the epithets he de- 
ferves; — for I was married the next 
morning, before furprize and horror 
could give way to thought — Love now 
became criminal— Charles was no more 
F 3 to 
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to be feen — to be remembered — no, 
not even in my dreams— -involuntary 
fighs would rife — but indeed I checked 
them — involuntary thoughts too — alas \ 
if tlat is to be criminal — you have in 
vfcin recalled a fife that has now no 
eoncefn but bis welfare, and is yet 
afraid to wiffli even that. 

This hujbani knew my partiality—* 
and for whom, my father had informed 
him all-^ns pidhire had been fliewn 
me — Though drawn by Charles^ it was 
a flattering likenefs — for he treated 

me indeed a fubmiffive wife would 

have borne all his cruelty with pa- 
tience — but a few months made me 
a mother — -and his barbarity foon 
deftroyed my child — Yes — the fubmif- 

five 
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five wife would not have breathed a 
murmur — but the indignant mother of 
a murdered innocent, lovelier oh! I 
cannot *cll how lovely — fired herfclf 
into vengeance — curied the firfi: author 
xrf her miferics — implored perdition on 
a hard heart, a father's heart, and in 
the agonies of defpair forgot her God 
—She meditated Jelf-deftruBmn — hug- 
ged its image to her bofom— it was 
her Icroer — her child — She got eafy per- 
miffion to make a journey — and per- 
haps in the very hope it was made— - 
her mind grew calmer, but not left 
determined — the fatigue of the voyage 
forwarded a broken fleep, in which 
her complicated miferies rufhed to the 

brain — and fhe flew r-to leave a world 

F 4 flic 
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fhe had no relifti for — and to clafp her 
little one again 

My blood froze within me — the re- 
cital was too much for both — She fell 
on her knees— every nerve of mine 
refponded Amen to every prayer fhe 

uttered 1 would have retired, but 

fhe waved her hand for me to ftay 

u Shall we meet at fupper-time, I have 
u advice to afk of my counfellour % my 
u fnend t my brother — Will you not be 
u tired of wretchednefs ?" Perceiv- 
ing me about to affeverate, fhe ftopt 
me with ff Well, well, do not fail me ;" 
and we parted. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR XVII. 
The CLIFFS. 

/ HpHE evening was clear; the ocean 
as fmooth as Maria's bofom, and 
as unruffled as that of her picture; 
when my fteps were direfted under 
the cliffs, whofe venerable appear- 
ance ftruck me with awful pleafure— 
The natural grottos which the beating 
of an enraged fea had formed in the 
rock, appeared as the former refidence 
of defpairing hermits. — I could not 
help remembering the feat of A&elarJ, 
from whence he wrote to his Heloife, 
and betrayed a refignation that honoured 
him as a man, but difgraced him as a 
lover. 

Unhappy 
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Unhappy Heliofe! — Let prudes con- 
demn you— *they are hypocrites or liv- 
/ ing-ftvnes — the tender eye will drop a 
tear over your afhes — the hand of for- 
givenefs will place the light turf of 
mercy on your grave — affedtion will 
mark a deep infcription to your me- 
mory in the breaft of the lover, a&4 
fallibility clofe it thus : 

That heart which never funk to a fault, 
Will never rife to a virtue. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVHI. 
D E NT de L TO N. 

• 

IJTOW long contemplation would 
have entranced me it was impoffi*. 
Me to determine, had not the finacfc of 
t whip fpoilt my reverie — the farmers 
vifit the ffeuftiore for water to manure 
the land — my courfe was now bent for 
Bent de Lyon, the real remains of a 
very ancient feat, whofc entrance-gate 
is ftill ahnoft entire — I clambered up 
to the top of the battlements — the fcenes 
wound, though partly level, are va- 
riotf% fwefled by nature, and afford a 
variety, ivhich, through the richeft cul- 
tivation (for the land leems mere in- 
debted to the fkilful gardener than 

care- 
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carelefs hulbandmen) cheer the civi- 
lized eye beyond all the freaks and 
vagaries of wild mountains and defert 
vales. — In returning down the circling 
ftairs I efpied fomething like the path 
to z/uiterraneous paffage — it was not in 
nature to refift exploring — a dungeon 
finifhed the fearch, its mafly rings ftill 
remaining where many a bold cham- 
pion, after hazarding his life in glorious 
battle, was left to groan away years of 
captivity — where, perhaps, in ruder 
times, barons devoted to fome defpotic 
mailer removed the patriot zeal to pe- 
rifh in obfcurity — that would have 
thwarted the fchemes of tyrant pride % 
*nd earlier reared the temple of li- 
berty.— Oh! Liberty, thy bleflings are 

like 
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like thofe of Heaven — we know not 
their value till we lofe them. 

iThis venerable pile of antiquity has 
been lately difgraced by hewing down 
the "trees that foftered it with fhelter, 
for the purpofe of amufing refined Lon- 
doners with the game of bowls. — Oh I 
how my refentment rofe to fee civic 
poppinjays in paltry /ports profane the 
fpot where, formerly, native fiercenefs 
foftened before the ftuine of beauty—* 
where fweet attention unbuckled the 
armour of zvar, and the love of one's 
country gave way to domefiic affe&ion — 
€€ Faugh — faugh— remembrance fickens 
« at it." 



CHAP. 
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PHAP. XIX. 
The RESOLUTION. 

TTfTHD could have forgotten to re- 
vifit Mark? — We were fcarce 
feated, but her fine eyesTighted up, 
and her cheek was fulfilled into a 
glow thfct befpoke the hope of my ap- 
proving the new wi(h of her ibul — 
* You muft be fenfible what cenfure 
tt accompanies the dangerous fituation 
w of a hnebf woman, and" — here fhe 
threw down her eyes— "I can never 
u return to a monfter — perhaps to be 
u dragged "to 'his arms — horrible— hor- 
€€ rible — to avoid this I would fequef- 
" ter myfelf in a cloifter, blefs my 
c< God, for giving me. fuch a friend 

" as 
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* as you — and endeavour to be r*+ 
"fignedr 

t€ But the difference of religious te- 
nets?" 

fC Oh I Sir, to a mind firm in its 
f< chief principle, the foundation of all 
cr religion — rites and ceremonies may be 
" difpenfed with by a heart that would 
f< not treat them with irreverence-, 
" though its better reafon condemns 
" their pageantry.'* 

€< Pardon me; but is your will the 
ff only judge of fuch a determination?" 

w This letter came hither iince you 
f< left me — it is brutal, but fliort — it 

ad- 
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cc advifes what I would have (looped 

cc to afk permiffion for but that 

" abafement is faved me." 

cc Have you not a father too ?" 

fc He fold his right to my defires; 
cc and had he hot, his impetuofity has 
" coft him his life — may Heaven for- 
fc give him as I do — My dear aunt 
Cf could not bear to fee the inhu- 
u manity exercifed toward me — it blaft- 
« ed her blooming hopes — c (he hung 
c her head and died/ 

To aflent where fhe Had fo fixed her 
foul feemed inevitable — I would have 
perfuaded her to endeavour by a re- 
tirement in England to calm her for- 

rows — 
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rows — Time might foothe them — — 

* Misfortunes, Maria, look the larger 
11 through the clouds we fee them.*' 

u It is true, fhe fighed ; but there is 
w not one ray of hopetoburft through 
u and difpel the vapour that fo magni- 
<c fies mine." 

w But, Maria, when would you leave 
« me?"— 

" That, that diftreffes me." 

cf Leave you, Oh! my God — my 
w only confolation 

c< To-morrow you purpofe vifiting 
u Ramfgate—^-W c'\l meet on your re- 

* turn " 

fC I {hall have leifure to confider the 
« fubjedt — and perhaps you will think 
« of me- " 

G CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

R A M S G A T E. 

TT has been a comtnotfi cuftom to 
give every long jobb the name of 
cburcb-work; but all protnwfHon itfelf 
is out-protm&ed by the length of time 
(a feries of thirty-fix years) which has 
been wafted in the building of Ramf- 
gate Pier raree-Jhow; nay, all ridicu- 
toufneTs is out-ridiculed by eretting an 
edifice for the prefervation of vtVfels 
from all iempefts, where *©nly mx wind 
can bring them within k, and the 
tide withal throws up^ fo much fifeh, 
as to render it n gully-hole rather than 
an harbeur. — This is one of the blefled 
inftances where public money is profti- 

tituted 
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twted to trumpery purpofes.— «-The 
people of Ram/gate are at leaft half 
a century behind their neighbours of 
Margate^bcmg fat, foul, and fujfy — 
the old Monkifh couplet wiU ftiil hold 
ks application : 

Ramfgate Capons, Peters Lings, 
Bradftow Scrubs and Margate Kings: 

The town itfelf is an unhandfome 
imitation of Wapping.-^^Whilc my 
dinner was preparing at the beft inn— 
for in every thing the beft is the 
cheapeft — an Admiral was abufing hi3 
fervant under the window — the fellow 
endeavoured to excufe tiimfelf ; but the 
more he remonftrated the more he 
exafperated— — at Iaft, perceiving his 
G 2 mafter 
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mafter lift up "a cane, he difarmed 
him at once, by calling out — u Stop, 
"•Sir; do Hop — Lord, Sir, it is much 
« c below a Britijb Admiral to JtrikeT— 
I would have rewarded fuch a Jbroke 
of ingenuity — but that wit in bad hands 
is too nearly allied to impudence to be 
encouraged. 

From the top of a neighbouring 
hill the polite eye may in a clear day 
catch a glimpfe of France, and once 
in a month gratify itfelf with the dif- 
covery of fans-fhirted ruffles, unfooted 
hofe, and only chemife of the Calais 
Bourgois hanging out to dry; — Mine 
was turned thither for another pur- 
pofe — it is to be the future refidence 

of the poor Maria Did thy cloifiers 

mi- 
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minifter balm alone to the wounded 
heart, and not become the hofpital of 
difappointed prudes, — the prifon of un- 
portioned lovelinefs — how would thy 
walls be hallowed — The grateful ori- 
fons of mourners confbled, ere they 
reach the Iky they aim at, drop down 
in 1 dews of bleffing on the companion- 
ate head, enriching it with the fat of 
plenty and the full ears of happinefs. 



G 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXL 
DRAPER'S ALMS-HOUSE. 

J? ATIGUED and weary with a jdtmt 
which afforded rae little fatisfao 
tion, I returned by the way of Dra~ 
per's Alms-bonfe, and forgot all my di£» 
fleafore in the fmiies of relieved in- 
digene? and aged induftry. — -This in- 
ftitution is not a neft of drones, but 
the hive is fed by the fweets of affift- 
ance, and the honey of a&ion. — I was 
furprized to fee fome elegant women in 
the apartments — Surprized! What can- 
not elegance feel exquifitely the fenfa- 
tions of mercy? — Yes — indeed it can 
— and beauty has fuch a charm, that 
whatever is bellowed by the fairejl hand 

be- 
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becomes the ricbeft cordial— If a wo- 
man knew how much her charms are 
improved when fearching the dwell*, 
ingg of the wretched — her vanity — for 
every female has a fpark— would in- 
duce her frequently to cpnfole the wi- 
dow, and cheer the orphan — it lights 
-up the eye, englows the cheek, red- 
dens the lip, flutters the heart — at 
fuch a moment animated uglinefs be- 
comes more lovely, than all the cold* 
regular features of infenfible beauty. 

An old gaffer and his mate were 
enjoying a tite a tete in the laft houfe 
— cc Do not let me difturb your con- 
cc verfation, good folks — purfue your 
cc chat, and I will take a chair with 
fC you." They were recounting old 
G 4 fcenes 
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fcenes — an habit age dearly loves — in- 
nocence lives over again every paft 
adtion with renewed rapture — tales of 
mifery become foftened to refignation 
— and the remembrance of joys, as a 
ball of fnow, encreafes rapidly as it 
rolls. 

They lamented that the place of 
their nativity had loft its priftine vir- 
tues with its roughnefs — and fold its 
fimplicity at Vanity Fair — When they 
aflerted that ftrangers left little more 
than their crimes behind them, and 
robbed it even of the femblance of 
goodnefs it once poflefled, I endea- 
voured to perfuade them that in the 
wild ftate of uncultivated nature, little 
adtion§ magnified themfelves into mag- 
nanimity — 
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nmimity — that many excellencies were 
hid in the boundlefs ocean of focial 
culture; for if there is more of vice 
in a civilized country, there is more 
of virtue. — cc Look here now in the 
w many, who, to enjoy fuch an even- 
c< ing as this, have charitably vifited 

" this manfion." cc Lord, Sir ! you 

u miftake the cafe — thefe people come 
" here through (economy — they bring 
<c their own provifion with them, and 
" are frequently fo fparing in their 
<c contributions, as not to pay for the 
u firing that boils their water; and 
c< my dame had all the dirt they left; 
cc behind, as a reward for her trou- 
cC ble — we make a fmall charge now, 
u much Iefs than the publicans, but 

" a lit- 
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« c a Jittle eftate to us — yet even this is 
* paid grudgingly'* 

I defended them no longer ; but 
lifted up my eyes in grateful adora- 
tion to fearchlefs Providence, that made 
the hand of parfimony to blefi the 
deftitute in as cffc&ual a manner, as 
if it tendered the gift of mercy, and 
not the payment of meannefs. 

They invoked fo many Weflings on 
me at parting, as had nearly over- 
whelmed my fpirits; which were pur- 
chafed fo cheaply, they convinced me 
howfmall indeed muft have been pru- 
dential donations. It was not in my 

power to give much — it was not in my 

inclination You may remember the 

ftory 
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ftory of a cobler % who u worked and fung 

cf from morn to night/' — <% So happy 

cc now," fays the man of wealt h 

m how much happier would he be in 

tc the enjoyment of fortune." — So he 

left ten pounds with him. — The lap-Jione 

no longer beat time to his whiftle — 

all was gloominefs and filenee — curfed 

by *this # enormous fum, Snob was no 

longer joyous— but perceiving in time 

the reafon of his uneafinefs, returned 

the money— The next morning his note 

and his happinefs] came ^back together, 

for his induftry came along with them. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIL 
The FLIGHT. 

T HAD fcarce reached my lodging 
when a paper was delivered into 
my hand — a prefentiment warned me 
that Maria fhould blefs my fight no 
more— Prefentiments are the offspring 
of fear — but too often the companions 
of truth — The note feemed wet, and 
confufcdly clofed — I could not open it 
for the life of me — it may be her huf- 
band purfues her hither, and fhe wants 
afliftance — while I deliberate fhe is fuf- 
fering — Oh! no, no, my firft appre- 
henfions were but too juft. 

The 
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The LETTER. 

MARIA could not formally part 

with her dear deliverer — her wounds — 

hut barely affuaged — will not bear to be 

torn open and- bleed afrejh — a vejfel fails 

for Dunkirk in bis abfence — Oh ! fome- 

times think of a wretch your humanity has 

reftored to exiftence—*your perfuqfivenefs 

has reconciled to her/elf— Should you ever 

meet that kindred fpirit mine would have 

delighted to mingle with, focthe his forrows 

in the knowledge that my prayers and my 

heart will be his while utterance 'is bef- 

towed on the one, and life on the other — 

This is moijtened with the tears of friend- 

Ihip, that union of the foul without which 

light is darknefs, and every pajjion of the 

mind defpair. Farewel- but 

not 
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not for ever— -You muft be my guardian 
ftill — let us mutually impart our thoughts 
— aSkms are no longer mine — when the 
feat oft peaceful retirement receives her you 
Jlball bear again from 

MARIA. 

I ran to the beach, accufed hex of 
ingratitude — deceit — would have banifhed 
her my memory— cmflied the unwel- 
come paper in my hand — retra&ed all 
again, and kiffed it with iaint-like de- 
votion. 



«r 
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The CONFESSION. , 

A GITATION deprived me of fa- 
culties — I forbore to figh, to 
weep, to look — my eyes had fo long 
fixt themfelves on vacancy as to alarm 
the woman who waited upon me — 
ftie had difcovered a packet that in my 
hurry had fallen out of the letter un- 
perceived, and was glad of an oppor- 
tunity to awake me out of my trance. 
—How my hands trembled — I hefi- 
taped to break open a feal that fhe had 
impreflfed — it was the image of Hope 
— «iry goddefs— imfabftaittia! vapour — 
ftmd to promife, to cheer, to deceive 
— let the refledtion of thy image fink 
into my foul— cheat me into the belief 

that 
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that we (hall meet again, and I will try 
to be content. 

The packet was opened — it, was Ma- 
ria's hand 

ALAS! there was fometbing 
ftill on my mind, will my more than friend 
forgive a filly heart thai would have kept 
a fecret from him. — After the fatal hour 

that gave me to to whom? Ob! 

rather tore me from Charles — we met by 
accident — Was it a crime — if it was,furely 
it brought its own punifbment. — Remorfe 
and defpair have ever fince tortured me 
with hopelefs wijbes and agonizing wretch- 
ednefs — / would have affumed an eafe, and 
feemed at leajl unconcerned, but Love, jea- 
lous of bis invaded rights, raifed fuch a 

fiorm 
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Jiorm of attending pqffions as overwhelmed 
me. — On my revival, I found wtftlffup* 
parted by him, his jine eyes exprefrue of 
every feeling thai marks the fevep-~at this 
wotnent—tbe pad — the future— were all 
left in the prefent — Charles was my bnf- 
£*&~~fatber-~frti*d-~tke whole world to 
me — / adored him, and confejfed it—+tbe 
matpier in which he received my confejfion 
opened all my miferies at once— if was too 
mucb^-tny brain fired \ and I rufhed from 

him— for ever Confcious of my weaknefs 

— was it more than weaknefs ? — / could uot 
meet the manV eyes, that feemed biify in 
dif covering the four ce of my dijtrefs — not 
to relieve-— for be tad tit/thing lite hu- 
manity in him — tut & Jink me at onte~~be 
quejtioned, fufpeSed, railed at, amd eurfei 
me — anger gave me f pit its, or, depreffed as 
H I was 
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I was, my foul had winged it/elf to hea- 
ven. — Has a man, joined as we were by 
force, not love — has be command over our 
thoughts? JVifhes dnd hopes had all left 
me* — The next day I found tbefe lines on 
my table — I need not keep a copy — they are 
too deeply engraven on my memory to be for- 
gotten 



WHERE were the Love* when Intereft led 

My Mary to the fhrine, 
And plac'd the wreath on Damon's head, 

Which Venus fliould entwine I 

What tho" no clay-cold hand appeared, 

No fliroud, to chill the fight ; 
Yet omens loud and dire were heard, 

To flop th' unhallow'd rite — 

Why 
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Why were the founds to caution loft 

That (hook the vaulted air, 
As if fome once ill -mated ghoft 

Cried, " Wretched maid y leware? 

" Is there m youth whofe rifing charms 
11 Perchance your heart might fnare ; 

c< Round whom you'd throw affeftion 9 s arms f • 
"Ah! wretched maid, beware" 

Mary to Damon ill was join'd, 

'Twas wax to raging fires ; 
Not all the foftnefs of. her mind 

One tender thought infpires. 

Alas ! the violet of the dale, 
In (hades well-pleas'd and bland, 

Cannot its matchlefs fweets exhale 
Upon the burning fand. 



rT 
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I faw her drooping bead recMnc, 
Her breaft with tumults move; 

I bade her lean that breaft on mine, 
And pity rofe to* fo*e. 

As down her woe-chilVd check it ftole 

I kifs'd the faBing tear j 
I kift*a~ it font into my foul, 

And left her image there : 

And now we figb, and leokaad weep, 
Embrace, and. wifli and figh ; 

We fear the wbifp*ring ain that creep, 
And cv'n a Jhadow's eyc>— 

Our loves both joy and woe diffafc* 
Both fntiles and tears enfold > 

As evening clouds o'er charged with dews*, 
And yet befring'd with gold* 



They 
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*t>eyfay> 

«< The foul of poetry is fidion"— 

This /poke too .plainly to my heart — and I 

could not fqfipeS it--it is not poetry, fat 

. iftfpiratimL~—~I)o not tell me it is wring 

to repeat i t~-~~i t will be my martins and 

my vefpers~- — believe me, I would ma fee 

him for the world — my peace depends npo* 

forgetfulnefs — and yet infanuated fancy twill 

Jotne times draw his form, and paint his laft> 

laft look. 

Bear with, pity, forgive 

the loft 

MARIA. 

Poor, love-lorn trembler — pity you ? 

Yes, more than ever— may comfort 

" drop as the rain,, diftil as the dew " 

H 3 upon 
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upon your head — —Bear with you! 
brutal indeed muft be the favage arm 
that " breaks the bruifed reed."— c Loft 
€ Maria! 9 — not loft— joy may again re- 
vifit a heart that is fo fufceptible of 
forrow — your Charles cannot forget you 
— He who has once looked on you 
with the lover's eye can never behold 
another. 



CHAP. 



d by Google 



AN EXCURSION TO MARGATE. XO3 

CHAP. XXIII. 

SHOOTING. ' 

TV/TY gun had been a folace and a 
comfort in my former years — 
this is not the feafon of game it is 
true; and if it was, that feafon is mo* 
nopolized — my game was of a different 
kind — to kill unpleafant reflections— 
my bair-dreffer (for in every place they 
are moft intelligent beings) informed 
me where the fea-fwallows reforted — 
which as food are far from unpalata- 
ble, and afford excellent /port — they are 
given to man to " kill and eat;" fo, 
while cruelty does not accompany 
death, their deftru&ion is the impulfe 
of nature — many had fallen around 
H 4 me, 
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me, when a boy diverted my atten- 
tion by fearching among flie loofe 
ftones, thrown up by the tempeft, for 
their nefts and little ones — Nefts and 

tittle ones— 4»w nijr heart funk! 

Then you hovered round roe to pro- 
tedt your br&od— cwelefs of the thvtw 
der And the boh, you became tnsr- 
tyrs to parental hue — I will make msq 
companion between you and nun-; 
for Mmds affe&ion for her toft infant 

reftrains me My gua became ufc- 

left, and my fceps were retraced, cheer- 
iefi and unhappy. 

Having paid my money, and been 
more than repaid by'obfequioufnefs and 
fervility, I refolved again 

" To tempt Old Ocean." 

. What, 
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What, can you leave Margate, and 
forget the ajfembly — the raffles — the 
libraries-*<ht ladies coffee-room — the walks 
— the — alas! I faw them all; but faw 
— nothing — men, but not characters — 
and women without — thii^js without 
utility — books without reading — rooms 
without company — walks without (hade 

^The jaundiced eye looks on all 

things in the fame tint — Maria's ab~ 
fence had jaundiced mine — The if* 
Jem&ly might have gratified me — to fee 
boys and girls dance into each other's 
hearts — is a natural luxury — to obferve 
antiquated fujfocks and lank-ftianked 
rakes aflfe&ing youthful aftivky and love- 
lorn (impers — is the food of charitable 
ridicule^bat the rooms were not open. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

The R ET U R N. 

TTOW diverfified is the countenance 
of nature — the ocean frowned on 
my approach— on my return all was 
ferene and beautiful — You would have 
been charmed to have feen the re- 
flection of the fun's rays under a boat 
near us — the company it contained did 
not enjoy it — they appeared to be two 
lovers about to feparate — in her face 
was depidted filent anguifh — his be- 
trayed the convulfions pf diftrefs and 
manly pride. — I would give the world 
to defcribe the fmile fhe would have 
cheered him with, when the boat pufhed 
off; and curfed that neceffity from the 

depth 
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depth of my foul that compelled them 
to part. 

There was not a lamentation or a 
tear efcaped from either to allay the 
fulnefs of grief— it was unutterable — 
I fufped that which is loud — the noife 
of a drum but expofes the emptinefs 
of the inftrument from whence it pro- 
ceeds — He left the deck, and was feen 
no more during the voyage 

* Many people laugh at pbyjtognomy — 
as a fcience it is not to be profefled ; 
but there is fomething in fome eyes 
fympathetically attractive — on turning 
towards the crew, to notice who were 
affected by the paft fcene, a fea-officer 
caught my obfervation — We grew at- 
tached 
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tached without fpeaking a word— *nd 
our firft addrefs to each other, foemed 
that of a long acquaintance — it was 
tohat it ought to be, neither formality 
nor hefitation. 

He was pcflifhed in externals — hit 
knowledge, literary and phik>fophic, 
was liberal and amufing — he had not 
vifited foreign nations to extirpate 
them, and enrich himfclf — but as a 
freeman of the worlds to laugh every 
where at foibles— deteft vices, how- 
ever fan&ified by fafhion or exam- 
ple, and copy excellence wherever he 
found it — We conceive rude fiercenefs 
as interwoven with the naval profef- 
fion — I expreffed as much, and was 
aflured there were thoufand* in that line, 

im- 



d by Google 



AN EXCURSION TO MARCATB. IO9 

impartially fpeaking, who linked the 
fikolar and the gentleman. 

So flbwly did we proceed, there wa* 
leifure fiiffirient to defcant on every 

thing around us the Dutch fifking- 

/macks gliding by, awoke the regret 
that fo many failors were reared in fo 
valuable a nurfery for the fervice of 
our enemies — If the ftrengjth of a na- 
tion depends on men, as well as money* 
why lavifli both in trifling purfuits, and 
negleft to fofter them for national Han- 
gers The way of politics, like that 

of religion, is unfearchable — we muft 
implicitly give credit to myfteries that 
appear incredible, if we would pin our 
faith upon either. 

In 
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In the night we reached London — it*" 
is the metropolis of my native country 
— and I would forbear to fay with re- 
gret — but truth will out— here muft I 
paufe — the thick air is ungenial x.ofen^ 
timent and refle&ion — all henceforth them 
muft be either dulnefs otjilence. 



FINIS. 
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